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ABfSTRACT 

Third 'in the elementary set* of teacher-developed 
instructional activities for' teaching geography, this activity 
investigates spatial, a;Llocation through discussion , and observition of 
classroom arrangements. Classroom space allocated for the teacher's 
desk, aisles, , study area,, and trash cans .illustrates real^vorld 
locationaX concepts of gepgraphy such as zoning, traffic flows, and 
environment* It is hop^d that, for example, students correlate 
playing in the aisles betvqen de^ks with' playing in the streets of -a 
city^ Exemplary charts and 'maps are provided to show physical 
relationships, between the classroom world and. the real world. See SO 
009 mo for a general des'cription and explanation of the elementary 
and secondary .sets comprising this series. (HD) 
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Classrooms are spa.ce-activity organizers.- How valid are student 
perc^tiohs of space alXocatioi^s? How useful^ .is IheT classroom . 
for examininp- real-world , locat^onal^ alloc ati'one? Do: we liye in 
.a world of learned Order? Comparison of student planne^i class,- 
room arrangements and real wplrld patterns provides some answers 
for these questions, ^5oreover, students will know why^ thay 
rari'.t play here — obviously no-'guarantee they will not choose 
to do so anyway. 



^^The classroom is a 'space-activity ''organireri fhere ar« places to ♦ 
sit, to play^ ''to'read, to work on projects, to keep pets, to place rub- 
bish, to va^c, to hang clothing aiwi to stjori books and things. By. exam- 
ining the a^llc^cation of classroom space, especiaLlly ,when allocated under 
student direction, one soon discovers that spatial 'preferences are fixed 
much earlier than As commonly realized* The** similarity of loca€ional 
choices prescribed by children amd patterns existing in the real". world " 
are highly correlated. — «j ^ . . ^^ 

The role of the teacher as the administrator of power and justice 
is not without its spatial implications. Should the, teacher's desk be 
placed on the edge of the room or in the center?^ if preference is given 
to an area for playing rather than for studying, Vhat effects will that 
have upon discipline and order? If desks aire separated and bolted to 
the floor, where is the logical playground? How does playing in^the 
aisles parallel playing in the -streets of an inner 9ity uea?* Will innfer^ 
city, children order their classroom to match thi> world they live in? How 
will the urban child order this space differently from 'the' rural child-- 
if at all? ' 
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- Classroom iurrang^ents provide a convenient way for introducing 
students to zoning (spatial segregation), planned congeftion atkt over- 
crowding, resource limitations, environmental quality, traffic flows, ' 
and similar concerns^ Charts and maps ^umnarize the realities -df iuui-:^. 
imposed order making abttradtions into concrete exas^les. (Zt ix^^^ 
pectjBdLthat the teacher^JLll convert the reproduced materials into.trani- 
parancifs for classroom use«) r 

.Why can't I play here— because you a^re ' standing in the\middle of, the 
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VOGABOLARY FOR SPAff lAL ALLOCATION ACTIVITy 



CLASSRCX^J 
STUDENT DESK 
TEACHER DESK 
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ROCK DISPLAY 
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CITY HALL 
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.FIGURE t REAL WORLO- CASE I 

■ '4 



FK5URE 5 CLASSROOM WORLD- CASE m 




